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SUNDAY, AUGUST 20, 2017 ~ 9:00 AM 
 

Hymn Fest Communion 
 

Commissioning of Advent Church Council 

 

 
 

 INTRODUCTION 
 

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all peo-

ple and that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman 

in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her re-

quest that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how 

might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In 

our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of 

comfort, healing, and justice for those in need. 
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PRELUDE                      Brenda Henderson 
 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please stand.    

 

A WORD ABOUT          “Hymns, Psalms and Spiritual Songs” 

 

GATHERING SONGS     

(1 or 2 verses of several hymns suggested by YOU.  Please list names 

and/or numbers of 2 favorite songs of faith on the blank slip of paper  

included in your bulletin today). 

                                           

 GREETING 
The grace that is Christ's gift to us, the love of God, 

and the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE           “Kyrie Eleison”            
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SONGS OF PRAISE:        (verses of TWO of our requested hymns) 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  (brief pause) 
 

O God,  

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those 

who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the 

world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be 

known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.   Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

FIRST READING                              A reading from Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

 

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent in-

tervention to save. Righteousness and obedience define who belongs to the 

Israelite community—not race, nationality, or any other category. 
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 1Thus says the LORD: 

  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

 for soon my salvation will come, 

  and my deliverance be revealed. 

 

 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

  and to be his servants, 

 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 

  and hold fast my covenant— 

 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

  will be accepted on my altar; 

 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

  for all peoples. 

 8Thus says the Lord GOD, 

  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 

 I will gather others to them 

  besides those already gathered. 
 

The word of the Lord:    Thanks be to God. 

 

LET’S TALK, CHILDREN            Patrick Jenkins, intern 

Please stand.    
   

GOSPEL SONG     
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GOSPEL    The holy gospel according to Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28  

 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather 

than outward religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is 

tested when a woman considered to be pagan and unclean approaches 

him for help. 

 

[10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and under-

stand:11it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is 

what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12Then the disciples approached 

and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they 

heard what you said?” 13He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Fa-

ther has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are blind 

guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall 

into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16Then he 

said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17Do you not see that 

whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the 

sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and 

this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, 

adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are what defile a 

person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”]  

  21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 
22Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started 

shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tor-

mented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples 

came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after 

us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Isra-

el.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He 

answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the 

dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 

from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is 

your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was 

healed instantly. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

SERMON                                      Patrick Jenkins, intern 
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HYMN OF THE DAY      “Jesus Shall Reign”     ELW #434 

 

CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

          and born of the virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

          was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

      the holy catholic Church, 

      the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

COMMISSIONING THOSE WHO LEAD US: 

(Church council members and officers, please come forward as your name 

is called.) 

 

A WORD OF THANKS: 

        Tom Dougherty, Art Herm, Scott Ward 

        An Appreciation:  Ken Bischoff 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Unite us, O God, so that all who worship receive assurance and  

nourishment by faith. Rescue those who suffer from religious persecution. 

         

 P:  Lord, in your mercy, C:   hear our prayer. 
 

Into your hands we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting in 

the mercy of Christ Jesus.  Amen. 
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PEACE 
The presiding minister and the congregation greet each other in the peace 

of the risen Christ. 
 

 

The peace of Christ, our Lord and our Light, be with you always.  

And also with you. 
 

Please greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, by saying, 

 "Peace be with you," or similar words. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING  

 

MUSIC DURING THE OFFERING      Brenda Henderson 
 

Please stand. 

 

OFFERING SONG               (one of the hymns requested)

     

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Merciful God, 

you open wide your hand 

and satisfy the need of every living thing. 

You have set this feast before us. 

Open our hands to receive it. 

Open our hearts to embrace it. 

Open our lives to live it. 

We pray this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy, living, and loving God, 

We praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed 

the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:   

Come, Holy Spirit 

 

Carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as your chosen 

ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Through him all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 

Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 

We pray as Jesus both taught and lived: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  

Your kingdom come,  
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      your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread;  

forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

        now and forever.   Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
    The bread is broken for the communion. 
 

Jesus said, "Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty." 
 

The congregation is seated.   

 

COMMUNION SONG                               “Lamb of God”                

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION   (by intinction)  

 

 

HYMN DURING COMMUNION                ELW #650               
                                “In Christ There Is No East or West”  

Please stand. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Jesus Christ, host of this meal, 

you have given us not only this bread and cup, 
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but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. 

Filled again by these signs of your grace, 

may we hunger for your reign of justice, 

may we thirst for your way of peace, 

for you are Lord forevermore. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

May God, whose power working in us  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,  

grant you the gifts of faith and hope. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

 Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG:     “The Lord Now Sends Us Forth”         ELW #538 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE           Brenda Henderson 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #30371. New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

PICK UP a “Taking Faith Home” sheet as you leave worship today. 

Built around the 4 Key Faith Practices, it offers a number of ways your 

family or household can “take faith home” with you and grow together in 

grace through the week!  
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT  

ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
 

Visitors Thank You For Sharing Worship With Us!!  

And Please Come Again!! 
 

WELCOME MATS will be handed out during the offering.  Please fill 

out the sheet and pass the mat down to the next person in your pew.  Once 

all people have signed it in your row, return the mat back to the center. 
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COMMUNION: All baptized Christians who have been instructed in the 

meaning of the sacrament & believe that the Risen Christ is truly and 

powerfully present there, are welcome to join us at God’s table. Parents: 

bring your children forward to receive a blessing.   

Communion will be distributed by intinction.   

Come forward on the center aisle.  The wafer will be handed to you.  Dip 

it in the wine.  Return by the side aisles.  Please sign a registration card if 

you have not indicated participation this year.  

     We offer both wine and GRAPE JUICE for Communion.  Those who 

desire to receive the juice will find pre-filled cups on a small table at the 

front of the sanctuary.  Please take one with you as you receive a wafer. 

 

NURSERY care is available EVERY Sunday for all children 5 years and 

younger during the 9:00 AM services.  Nursery is open for parents and 

children to use as needed during the 5:00 PM Saturday service.  See ush-

ers for directions to the nursery room!  

  

LORD, LET US YOUR SERVANTS BE! 

August 12 & 13, 2017 

Worship Attendance: 108 

 

MINISTERS   All Members of Advent Congregation 

PASTOR   Rev. Dennis M. O’Brien  

INTERN   Patrick Jenkins 

STAFF: 

   Office Secretary  Linda Samp 

   Music Director  Jolynn Lottman   

   Organist   Brenda Henderson 

   Custodians         Chris & Marty Hanson   

 

SERVING TODAY:   

        

SAT.  AUGUST 19 - 5:00 PM SUN. AUGUST 20 - 9:00 AM 
Ride for Danny: Veskaufs  Ride for Danny: Veskaufs 

Helpers: Williamson Family  Helpers: Brodahl Family 

     Nursery: Teresa Johnson 
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THIS WEEK AT ADVENT 
 

08/19 Saturday 5:00 PM   Worship / Communion & Council  

          Commissioning 

 

08/20 Sunday 9:00 AM   Worship / Communion & Council 

          Commissioning 

 

08/22 Tuesday 6:45 PM    Church Council Meeting 

 

08/26 Saturday 5:00 PM    Worship – Ella Send Off 

 

08/27 Sunday 9:00 AM   Worship – Ella Send Off 

          Sunday School Rally 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS The altar flowers for this weekend are given by 

Ruth Smith in loving memory of Scott Smith. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL is gearing up for another year of GIFT - Growing 

In Faith Together - through our Rotation program. Our First Rotation on 

Abraham and Sarah begins on September 10.    We need 2 teachers and an 

opener for each 3-session rotation AND 2 caring youth or adults to serve 

as SHEPHERDS for the whole year. Coordinators are Melanie 

CARPENTER, 531-1300, and Rebecca HACK, 645-9080. 

     SIGN UP CLIP BOARD is on the table in the entry area. Check it out 

and add YOUR NAME to the list of those caring for our kids  

in Jesus’ name!!! 

 

AUGUST 27 IS RALLY DAY for Sunday School and includes special  

welcome and activities for children and helpers during and after the  

Sunday service. 

 

ANNUAL ELCA WORKDAY “God’s Work Our Hands” is set for 

Sunday, September 17, from 2 – 5 pm with work sites throughout the met-

ro Peoria area. There will be both indoor and outdoor sites. Mark the day 

and plan to take part! 
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B.A.C.E. The before and after-school program which our church is sup-

porting needs treats for the first few weeks of school.  They are asking for 

pre-packaged treats like potato chips, pretzels and cookies for the week-

ends through August 20. After that, we will be seeking donations of fresh 

fruits and veggies. More on this at the end of the month! 

 

SHOE DONATIONS There are 2 large boxes in 

the entryway to collect ANY and ALL dry shoes 

from members of Advent.  Donations can be 

made until August 31. Shoes of all kinds are  

accepted—flip-flops, sandals, tennis shoes, clogs, dress shoes, garden 

shoes, and shoes that do not have a mate, etc. For more information, visit 

ww.waterstep.org. 

 

THE GIRL’S STILL GOT IT - WOMEN’S DVD 

BIBLE STUDY - 1:00 PM Wednesdays in the church 

library, August 30 - October 4. Please purchase your 

books online. For those of you who do not do online 

purchasing, some books will be available for purchase 

at church. This study will be lead by Johnna Maragos, 

263-5055. 

PASTOR DENNIS and AMBER WALKER are looking to bring together 

a MONDAY EVENING group  for this study, also. If that sounds  

interesting and possible for you, please talk to him or call Amber,   

253-7992. This study would kick off the Monday AFTER Labor Day, 

September 11. 
 

BUSY HANDS QUILTERS will meet again beginning Tuesday, August 

22, at 9:00 AM in the library. All are welcome to join us in completing 

some beautiful quilts!  All are sent to Lutheran World Relief and some 

local ministries. 
  

CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBER COMMISSIONING This weekend 

we are commissioning the newly-elected and continuing Church Council 

members at both services.  We lift up and pray for all of our Council 

Members: Ken Carpenter, Alton Davis (Officer), Becky Gillette (Officer), 

Matthew Hovey, Bev Hungate, Vince Keenan, Mugs Major (Officer), 

Heather McLauchlan, Bev Potts, Jill Veskauf, Amber Walker (Officer), 

and John Ziah, We also want to express thanks to those completing  

council service: Scott Ward, Tom Dougherty and Art Herm. And also  

An Appreciation--Ken Bischoff. 
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SEND OFF FOR ELLA VANDERVLUGT as she leaves for a 2
nd

 year 

of studies at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary at both services next 

weekend, August 26 and 27. We will also highlight and invite your  

support of our renewed commitment to SEMINARY SUPPORT for her 

and the ELCA Fund for Leaders!! 

 

THE PRIME TIMERS invite all to join them 

on Tuesday, September 5, at Noon as we cele-

brate the end of one journey and the beginning 

of a new one. 

 We all appreciate the contributions that 

Patrick has brought to our church life during the 

past year and we wish him and his family God’s speed as they go through 

their final stages to accept a call as a Pastor of a congregation.   

 We also look forward with much anticipation as Advent migrates 

to a new leadership arrangement with the Director of Faith Formation and 

how the Prime Timers can be involved. 

 Please join us in the FLC for food, fellowship and fun. Sandwiches 

will be provided.  Please bring a side dish or dessert. Sign-up sheet is on 

the kiosk.  ALL ARE WELCOME!!!!  

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITY On Thursday, August 31, the  

Peoria Chiefs are hosting the Quad City River Bandits at 6:30 PM.  We 

plan to meet at the church at 5:30 PM and car pool to Dozer Park for the 

game.  We will buy our tickets at the gate.  All men are invited . . . and the 

members of the Men’s Fellowship Auxiliary (that means you, ladies) are 

welcome to attend, as well.  Play Ball!! 
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Steadying Hand 

This scene features a lot of vivid imagery: one can easily pic-
ture Jesus walking on the water, and Peter attempting to do 
the same. For most of us today, when we imagine trying to 
walk along the surface of a body of water, we likely take into 
ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǾƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ 
ŦǊƻȊŜƴ ƭŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿǊŀǇ ƻǳǊ 
ƳƛƴŘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǘΦ.ǳǘ ƎǊŀǾƛǘȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ minds of 
the disciples as they saw their Lord walking across the water 

ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ 
was defying gravity, but that he ap-
peared to be a ghost. Naturally, the 
disciples were afraid. So Jesus im-
mediately revealed who he was and 
told the disciǇƭŜǎΣ ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
ŀŦǊŀƛŘέ (Matt. 14:27). 

Often fear is accompanied by doubt. A child who is told that 
nothing is hiding underneath her bed still might wonder if 
something is. A teenager could be afraid to invite his crush to a 
school dance, even though friends have confirmed that the 
feelings are mutual. Many people fear losing their job to a 
more experienced person. And although Jesus identified him-
ǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǾŜǎΣ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
enough to convince Peter. And even when Peter got his proof 
and stepped out onto the water, still the doubt was there, and 
Peter began to sink. 

5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŘƻǳōǘΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƛƳƳŜŘi-
ately reached out his hand to save him. Jesus was there with 
the disciples on the stormy sea. He reached out to Peter. Jesus 
will also reach out to us in our own fears and doubts, rescuing 
ǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǎΣ ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΦέ 

  


