
A D V E N T  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H 

2016 

 
January 3:   SECOND SUNDAY OF 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARôS  
FOCUS 
 

8:00 & 10:30 AM ~ HOLY COMMUNION  
 

The worship services are planned and 
will be led by Ella with Pr. Barb Ziah offi-
ciating during communion. 
   You are invited to bring leftover Christ-
mas cookies to share between worship 
services as an ñinformalò fellowship hour. 
 

NO Sunday School or Adult Forum. 
 
 
January 10:  BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
 

8:00 & 10:30 AM ~ HOLY COMMUNION 
with recognition of Baptismal Anniver-
saries for the month of January. 
 

9:15 AM ~  Sunday School Resumes 
9:30 AM ~  Adult Forum Resumes 
11:30 AM~ Confirmation 
 

JULY 10-13 Yankton, SD MISSION 
TRIP sign up deadline is TODAY!  There are 15 

openings. 
 
January 17th:  2nd Sunday in Epiphany 
8:00 & 10:30 AM ~  HOLY COMMUNION 
9:15 AM ~  Sunday School   
9:30 AM ~  Adult Forum   
 
January 24:  3rd Sunday in Epiphany 
8:00 & 10:30 AM ~ Worship Services                      
9:15 AM ~  Sunday School   
9:30 AM ~  Adult Forum   
 

 
 
January 31: 4th Sunday in Epiphany 
 

8:00 & 10:30 AM ~  HOLY COMMUNION 
9:15 AM ~  Sunday School   
9:30 AM ~  Adult Forum   
 
Also on January 31: 
9:15 AM  ANNUAL WINTER CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING will be held in the Family Life Center.   
There will be discussion and voting for the 2016 
budget, Endowment Fund financial recaps and dis-
cussion and reviewing our 2015 -2016 ministry 
goals.  Refreshments will be served. 
 
 
 
LOOKING toward FEBRUARYé. 
 
February 10th:   ASH WEDNESDAY ï The First 
Day of Lent   7:00 PM worship 
We celebrate the historic, solemn, and moving litur-
gy of Ash Wednesday, Confession, Imposition of 
Ashes and Holy Communion. 
 
February 17:  Wednesday SOUP SUPPERS and 
MIDWEEK WORSHIP begins.    
Dinner, worship and drama...see Pastor if interested 
in ACTING in the dramas before he seeks you out.  
Look for details in upcoming bulletins. 
 
February 19:  The National Lutheran Choir, based 
in Minneapolis, MN, will be coming to Peoria. 
7:00 PM at Trinity Lutheran Church,  
135 NE Randolph Ave, Peoria 
 
February 27:   BE LIKE JESUS  The annual 24-
hour service lock-in for 3rd grade through post-high 
school is from 7:00 pm Feb 26 to 7:00 pm.  
 Registration deadline is Feb. 7.    See page 9 for 
more details.    

HEREôS WHAT is  
HAPPENING  

at ADVENT in JANUARY... 
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OôBRIENôS OBSERVATIONS 

     2015 Christmas Message from Presiding Bishop Eaton 
A message of hope printed in the Christmas Eve Bulletin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is nearly Christmas. The evidence is all around ï Christmas carols, decorations and preparations in 
our homes, in our churches and in the mall. That is not a bad thing. But we are also still in Advent. I 
want us to consider the deep and holy longing that is a part of this season. It is significant that the 
words of the prophets and the yearning of Israel in exile are so prominent in the lessons appointed for 
this season. The people longed for the Lord to come, to act, to redeem them, to take them home. They 
lived in Babylon, but their hearts were not there.  
 
I think Advent is that way for us. As Lutherans, we do not withdraw from the world but engage it believ-
ing that it is a gift. But we also know that it is not quite right, that there is brokenness and pain ï the 
pain we experience, the pain others cause, the pain we cause others.  
 
In some ways Advent creates a certain restlessness. It may be one of the few seasons of the year 
when we become more aware of our longing for wholeness and more alert to the signs that something 
is approaching. This Advent longing is an awareness that apart from God we are not whole. We find 
ourselves in the unsettled and restless time between the ending of the old year and the beginning of 
the new. A thin place where heaven and earth seem to touch, where we draw near to God realizing, as 
St. Augustine wrote, ñYou have formed us for Yourself, and our hearts are restless until they find their 
rest in You.ò  
 
We canôt get there by ourselves, and here is the promise and hope of Christmas ï the one for whom 
we long is not content to draw us but fulfills this promise by coming to us as Emmanuel, God with us. 
In the incarnate Christ, God comes to us, finds us and gives our restless hearts rest.  
 

Merry Christmas, dear church.  
 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton  
Presiding Bishop  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 



Pastor Paul PARK,  is in rehab following surgery to 
remove an infected prosthetic hip joint. When the infec-
tion is gone, he will return to the hospital for another 
hip surgery.   
He and wife Rosalie now live in Peoria, and he serves 
as an interim minister for our Synod.   
 
Libit GLENN, friend of Dana Bischoff from North 
Carolina, receiving chemotherapy for breast CA. 
  
Cindy FLOWERS, coworker and friend of Mugs Ma-
jor, recovering from bone marrow transplant for recur-
rent cancer.   Cindy lives in North Carolina 
  
Doug SNYDER continues a course of chemotherapy.  
At home doing well. 
  
Paul KINSINGER, Art Hermôs cousin, chemotherapy 
for brain cancer. 
 
Sam BRODAHL,  broken jaw 
 
Ann WESNER,  recovering from Hip surgery  
 
Brenda VENNETTE, friend of the Doughertyôs, re-
ceiving chemotherapy. 
  
Mitchell MARAGOS, Chrisô father, , who is still deal-
ing with an autoimmune disease that is affecting his 
skin. 
  
Mark DELICATH, chemotherapy for lung cancer. 
Having some issues. He is Lynn Goffinetôs cousin. 
  
Ed PETERSON, former college classmate and friend 
of Kinneyôs, continues in dialysis while we awaits kid-
ney transplant surgery. 
 
Rocky NOHL,  recovery from recent knee surgery 
 
Gene KEYES is a brother-in-law of Karen 
Kaufman.  Gene is in follow-up therapy 
after surgery. He and his wife live in Flori-
da. 
  
Marilyn CHRISTIAN   is Jolynn 
Lottmanôs former mother in law, is receiv-
ing care for some serious and ongoing 
medical issues at a Peoria rehab facility. 
 
Roxanne TAYLOR,  surgery on 12/30 @ 
MMCI 

Tina DOMINY, Sally Ferkoôs niece, therapy for CA 
she and her family live in the Spring Valley area. 
 
Joanne EVANS, Cheryl Carlsonôs mother, hospitaliza-
tion again due to continued medical issues.   
 
Doris HODGE,  Jeannette Andersonôs mom, at home 
and receiving therapy. 
 
Norm YARVIC,  hospice care. Sally Ferkoôs brother-
in-law 
 
J. Michael MORRIS,  director of the Peoria Philhar-
monic Chorale, metastasized lung cancer. He is current-
ly undergoing treatments.  Jolynn, Amber, Art, Chuck, 
and Johnna have been blessed by getting to sing under 
his direction. 
 
Tom WETZEL, Chuck Kinneyôs  extended family 
member, rehab for back injury. 
 
Barb BECK,  medical issues, in hospital recently 
 
Becky DALY, friend of Rachel Tuhy, health issues for 
self and caring for ailing father as well 
 
Ginger STONE, in-law of L&B Williamson, compli-
cations of surgery. 
 
GODôS PEACE AND COMFORT:   
  
Nina COLLINS, neighbor and friend of Kinneyôs, 
passed away early December from complications of 
cancer. 
 
Robert SCHINK, Johnna Maragosôs uncle, passed 
away in mid-December.  Bob lived in Cuba City, Wis-
consin. 
 

Please include these individuals in your  
PERSONAL DEVOTIONAL PRAYER.  
PRAYER does make a difference! 
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KROGER REWARDS 
PROGRAM 

 

Keep using your Kroger re-
wards for Adventôs youth 

program.  

Call church office for person-
al help! 

Advent Lutheranôs  
NPO number is 10654 

 

Friends and family can sign up too!  

 

Clarice Carriere  
31 Waldheim, Morton 

 

Bonnie Newman 
191 E. Queenwood,  
Morton Terrace, Morton 

 
Aerienne Reibert 

Rosewood Care Center 
Rm 210 

900 Centennial Dr 
E. Peoria, IL 61611 

 
 

Betty Johnson 
464 S. Minnesota, Morton 

 
Tippy Bach 

Apostolic Restmor 
1500 Parkside Dr 
Room 614E 
Morton 

 
Ralph Walker 
Apostolic Restmor 
1500 Parkside Dr 
Room 204A 
Morton 
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THANK YOU to the 
50 people who went  
Christmas Caroling 
@ Morton Villa and 
Morton Terrace   

Homebound  Members and Friends     

THANK YOU TO ALL 
For sharing a poinsettia   
which Adorned the church  
this Christmas season!! 

THANK YOUSé. 
In early December we sent out care packages to 
our college students who were studying for final 
exams.  They were much appreciated!  
Hereôs what they have to say: 
      

     ñThank you everyone at Advent for the care 
packageò.    CONNOR McDonald, freshman, 
Monmouth College 
      

      ñThank you for the gifts from churchò.    
TYLER McDonald, freshman, Monmouth Col-
lege 
     

      ñTHANK YOU SO MUCH FOR THE 
PACKAGE AND CARD.  I really enjoyed 
themò.  KRISTEN Davis, sophomore, SIUC 
       

     ñTHANK YOU!! The gifts and card brought 
me great joy. I am so appreciative of every one 
taking the time out of your day and doing that 
for me!ò    GRANT Johnson, junior, Western IL 
University 
 
     ñThank you for the care package that I re-
ceived at finals.   My food was running low and 
I didnôt have time to go to the grocery store so 
the snacks came at just the right time!ò  TOM 
Maragos, sophomore, SIUE 

Way to go Advent! 
Endowment challenged 
and you responded.  
LSSI was the recipient 
of $1,580 from the con-
gregation as well as 
the $500 challenge 
check from Endow-
ment.  Thank you for 
helping out this very 
needed social service 
organization. 

THANK YOU Advent family 
for the generous and special 
Christmas gift this year.  Your 
thoughtfulness is greatly appre-
ciated.        Sincerely, Brenda 

Thank you everyone for your 
most generous Christmas gift.  
It is a joy to work in such a sup-
portive congregation!  Iôm look-
ing forward to 2016 and hoop-
ing that these next few months 
donôt fly by too quickly.  Ella 



Page 5 

The stripping, waxing and buffing of fellowship hall, entry way 
and kitchen floors in preparation of Easter celebration. 

Late winter and early spring started the repair of separations and 
cracks in drywall and plaster in and throughout the Nar-
thex and first addition areas of our church. 

Painted hallways leading left and right of the main entrance. 
Painted Nursery. 
Tore apart north men (boyôs) rest room. Made all repairs to wall 

and stalls and painted. Repaired existing lighting and in-
stalled new light fixture. Stripped and waxed floor. 

Tore apart north women (girlôs) rest room. Wallpaper was re-
moved and walls scrubbed several times to remove old siz-
ing so that the new paint would adhere. All necessary re-
pairs were made to walls and painted. Added a new light 
fixture. A new motor for the exhaust fan was bought and 
installed. Floor was stripped and thoroughly cleaned. 

Repairs to the hallway by Pastorôs office and the new entrance 
area.  First coat of paint applied since the new plaster was 
installed. (Note: all the walls were plastered at the time of 
our new construction including Pastorôs office and the Sec-
retaryôs office/addition and never painted to seal the plas-
ter.) Hall took three coats.  Removed shroud from the wa-
ter cooler and painted to give a fresher look. (found cooler 
unplugged, plugged it in, didnôt cool, unplugged. To be 
addressed at another time). 

Menôs rest room across from Pastorôs office: necessary repairs 
were made, walls painted and partitions painted.  Bought 
and installed new partition hangers and installed partition 
next to sink. Ceiling tiles were painted. (this ceiling will 
need new tiles installed in the near future). 

Womenôs rest room across from Pastorôs office: removed wall 
paper to get this project started. There was a lot of damage 
to the plaster, with large sections breaking away from the 
base. This was caused by numerous roof leaks at this junc-
ture of old and new roof lines coming together.  Plaster 
was repaired and sealed in preparation for paint. It rained 
and we had another roof leak. (Roof leak was repaired by 
River City Roofing.)   Walls painted, floor stripped and 
thoroughly cleaned.  A new lighting panel was bought and 
installed, old one was yellowed and brittle.  Installed new 
ceiling panels, I purchased plastic panels this time due to 
the continuing leak problem at this location. Ceiling still 
needs some work before completion. (Suggest that a light-
ing fixture be installed over sink. Sink/mirror area is very 
dark). 

Patching and painting needed for Pastor and Secretary offices. 
 

I would like to thank TERESA for all the many hours of 
paint slinging and JOHNNA for all that muscle power 
and time in stripping the wall paper from the ladiesô 
rooms which helped to keep Teresa and myself on sched-
ule for the painting.       

LARRY Williamson and the property 

committee worked with Ruyle Heating 

and Cooling to enable Advent to become 

more energy efficient. 

On Sept 23, Ruyle completed the Ameren 

Act on Energy improvements that were 

proposed earlier this year.  

This included changing the Family Living 

Center perimeter and the coat rack spot-

lights from incandescent spotlights to 

compact fluorescent spotlights, upgrading 

the Sunday school hallway, secretaryôs 

office, Pastorôs office fluorescent lights to 

the latest electronic starters and lower 

wattage bulbs, and changing the altar 

spotlights and sanctuary center row lights 

to LED spotlights with new dimmer 

switches.  

The final action was to install occupancy 

sensor switches in the Family Living Cen-

ter restrooms. These switches turn on 

when they detect motion and turn off au-

tomatically after 30 minutes. The total 

cost of these improvements was $2,971 

but with the Act on Energy incentive, Ad-

ventôs cost is $821.  

The annual electric bill reduction was es-

timated at $645, so these improvements 

should pay for themselves in 15 months.  

Property Committee  
Maintenance 

                                                                  
Repair and Refreshing message from Larry Major   

                                                                 
There has been  trimming, cutting 
and removal of numerous trees and 
bushes on the property.   

                                                               
A wheelchair accessible unit was 
installed at the drive up doors in the 
back of the church. 
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Please stop by the bulletin boards in the 
information hallway to see more about up-
coming meetings and gatherings. 

The Announcer as well as weekly 
bulletins are online at  
adventmorton.org 

ALZHEIMERõS DISEASE SUPPORT 
GROUP FOR CAREGIVERS 
3rd Tuesday of every month 

9:30ñ10:30am at Morton Public Library 
Open to everyone 

See kiosk for more information 

The National Lutheran Choir, 
based in Minneapolis, MN, will be 
coming to Peoria, 7:00 PM on 
Feb. 19, 2016, and be presenting a 
concert as part of Trinity Lutheransô 
Concert Series - its FIRST appear-
ance in Central Illinois. It offers a 
true Lutheran worship experience 
through music.  
You are encouraged to view the 
National Lutheran Choir on 
YouTube.  Fundraising is neces-
sary to cover travel/ lodging ex-
penses for the group. Jolynn great-
ly appreciates all those who have 
felt called to support the Feb. 2016, 
Peoria concert! 

Sunday, January 31st between the 
 8 & 10:30am worship services. 

Approx. 9:15 am. 
We will be voting on budgeting items. 

2016 Winter 
        
     Christmas 2015 
Dear Friends, 
 

     Your generous gifts give new life and new hope to 
people all around the world, and we are particularly 
thankful for your partnership at Christmastime as we 
celebrate together the gift of Godôs Son. 
      

      Today more people are on the move around the 
globe than at any time since WWII.  Itôs estimated that 
there were 60 million refugees and internally displaced 
people at the end of 2014.  More recent, an estimated 
20,000 migrants and refugees are entering Serbia from 
Macedonia, racing against the approaching winter.  The 
capacities of the registration centers are overstretched, 
the registration procedure is prolonged, and many mi-
grants and refugees are sleeping outside and struggling 
to stay warm and fed. 
 

     Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Dis-
aster Response are accompanying them, providing food 
and water, blankets and diapers, sanitation and hygiene 
kits.  Your help will make homes away from home for 
these most vulnerable people who are seeking new 
livesðlives with safety and security, employment and 
income, peace and prosperity. 
 

     The LORD will keep your going out 
and your coming in from this time on and 
forevermore (Psalm 121:8). 
 

We trust in these words of the psalmist, for our God is a 
migrant God who traveled with Abraham and Sarah, Ja-
cob and his sons, Moses and the Israelites, Ruth and 
Naomi.  And then, in the fullness of time, 
 

      Joseph went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was ex-
pecting a child.  While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child.  And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn (Luke 2:5-7). 
 

     Jesus was born in a manger so that, no matter the 
journey, our hope and our home may be in him.  We 
give thanks for you at this holy time and for your partner-
ship in living out the gospel through ELCA World Hunger 
and its related work in Lutheran Disaster Response and 
the ELCA Malaria Campaign. 
 
With gratitude, 
The Rev. Dan Rift, Director 
ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Adventôs challenge to Bring the  
NATIONAL LUTHERAN CHOIR to Peoria:  
A Bags Tournament at the Summer Wor-
ship Picnic raised $316 toward our goal of 
matching the $500 Endowment contribu-
tion.  Please consider contributing toward 
our goal in the upcoming weeks.   
       Checks should be written to Advent, 
with a designation of ñNLCò.  



Service Committee 

Page 7 

ADULT LEARNING FORUM news 
 All are invited to join in a time of study, sharing and friendship, MOST 
SUNDAYS @  9:30 AM  in the library. 
 Dana BISCHOFF provides most of the leadership, with Pastor Dennis 
as helper and back up.      
 We will begin a new study on January 10.  Learning Luke:  the Apostolic 
Gospel will introduce us to that Gospel which will be the centerpiece of our worship Gospel readings 
through this coming year.  David Tiede, retired professor and gifted Bible teacher, will explore Lukeôs 
unique perspective on the life of Jesus and its meaning for us, as well as how Lukeôs Jesus turns his 
disciples into apostles to carry his message into the world. 

Thank you to the 23 Adult Choir plus a few guest mem-
bers for the beautiful Christmas Cantata in December.  
Your dedication of time and talent revealed a heart-
warming performance!    
       Many members also sang at LHV that afternoon to 
a very warm reception with great attendance. 

Thank you for the Awesome Christmas performance 
from our ñSmall but Mightyò Sunday School Choir.  It is 
always such a joy to watch our younger ones perform so 
well! 

2015 Year End Giving 
 Statements  

are available in the narthex.   
Thank you to Karen Kaufman for 
all her work as financial secretary 

this year. 
Now if only she could do each of 

our taxes... 

Gifts for Jesus  
was a Huge Success! 
Many thanks go to all of the 
congregation for the donation 
of items for We Care, Inc in 
December.  Larry and Barb 
Williamson and Ron and Sally 
Ferko brought one car full and 

1 1/2 trucks full of donations to We Care.  
 They are very appreciative.   
Watch for this again next year! 

        ¢I!bY ¸h¦Σ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [{{L /ƘǊƛǎǘπ
Ƴŀǎ DƛǾƛƴƎ ¢ǊŜŜΦ ²Ŝ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƻŦ рл ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǊƛŀ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƎƛƊǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǘƻȅǎ ϧ ƎŀƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƎƛƊǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǊŜπ
ŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΗ Lǘ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΗ  
         {t9/L![ ¢I!bY{ ǘƻ w¦¢I {ƳƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ bhwa! tǊƻōŀǎŎƻ ŦƻǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜǩƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ whb ϧ {![[¸ CŜǊƪƻ ŀƴŘ .9/Y¸ ²ŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ [{{LΦ ²Ŝ ŬƭƭŜŘ н ŎŀǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜǎǝǾŜ ƎƛƊ ōŀƎǎ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎƘŜŜǊΦ 



 More GROUPS AND GATHERINGS December 
Meetings   

   PRIME TIMERS          
 

Celebrate the New Year with your Prime Time friends 
for lunch January 5th

,  2016 at noon at Pizza Ranch in 
Morton.  All are welcomed to join us for lunch and 
fellowship.           Please sign up on the kiosk.   

Thank you to Jolynn for leading us in Christmas Carols and the instructions in 
playing the chimes. 
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Church Council 
Tues, Jan. 26 

Fellowship 6:30pm 
Meeting 7:00pm 

Busy Hands 
Quilt sewing group January 12 & 26 

at 9:00am. Come join us! 
The Busy Hands Ladies are ready to begin  
quilting the many 2016 quilts which will 
be sent to those in need at the end of the year. 

LUNCH BUNCH  
 

KEMPS 208  
208 N Main St.  Morton 

11:30am on Wednesday, January 20 ~~ Please sign up on the kiosk.  

Property 
Tues, Jan. 5 
7:00 PM 

YFM Advisory 

Wed, Jan. 13 
  6:45 pm 

Worship 
Thurs Jan. 14 
6:30 PM 

Amazon Smiles at Advent 
If you are already an Amazon.com 
shopper or plan to start using it for 
purchases, then this is for you.   
     Advent has signed up as a charitable 
organization that Amazon will donate a 
small portion of your payment (0.5 %) 
to Advent if you use their Amazon 
Smiles website.  Amazon Smiles works 
exactly the same as the primary Ama-
zon website you would normally use for 
purchases.  The only difference is you 
need to select Advent as the charitable 
organization (right under the search box 
on the Amazon Smiles web page 
(smile.amazon.com/)   
      A link to this page is on the right 
side of the home page of adventmor-
ton.org.  Please contact John Ziah if you 
have any questions.  To be clear, this is 
a charitable deduction for Amazon, not 
the Amazon customer. 

Service Committee 
Jan 10 
9:15 AM 

               Worship Corner 
 

Happy New Year!!!  Join us for worship this new year. 
 

Jan 3, 2016ï Sunday services at 8 & 10:30 AM.  No Sunday 
School.   You are invited to bring your left over cookies for a time 
of treats and fellowship at 9AM. 
 

Jan. 10ðBack to regular schedules  
 8 & 10:30 AM worship services 
 9 AM Fellowship Hour 
 9:15 AM Sunday School 
 9:30 AM  Adult Study 
 

Looking ahead:   
February 10, 2016 ~ 7PM Ash Wednesday service  
 

March 12 ~ Worship services celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the 
signing of the Charter for membership  of the IL Synod of the Lu-
theran Church in America.  Pr. Barb Ziah will be preaching and 
sharing memories. 
 

March 13 ~ Christ in the Passover Seder Meal.  More details to 
come. 
 

Our next meeting is Thursday, January 14th at 6:30 PM.   
      Join us!!! 
                                                                   Peace,    Judy Stegmaier 

50th Anniversary 
Mon, Jan. 11 
6:30pm 

Mentor Training 
11:30 AM  
Sun, Jan. 10 
6:30 pm 

Thur, Jan 14 



Youth and Family Ministry With Ella 
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Sunday School:  
 

Rotation 4, Jesusô Parables of The Lost 
Sheep and the Lost Coin, is January 10, 
17, and 24.  All kids in Preschool through 
6th grade are welcome to join us for Rota-
tion Sunday School, which starts at 9:15 
am in the sanctuary.  Thank you to Rota-
tion 4 volunteers Ken Bischoff doing the 
opening, Art Herm, Johnna Maragos, and 
a third person will be teaching the lessons.  
 

            Jan 31, during the congregational 
meeting, Sunday School children will be 
doing a special craft and service project 
which is creating quilt squares. 

ADVENT MISSION TRIPé 

       Our 2016 Advent Summer Mission Trip will be July 10-13 in 
Yankton, SD.  This trip is organized by Youthworks, and it is a 
family-friendly program for all ages.  It will take us about an 8 hour 
drive to get to Yankton from Morton, and we will be there Sunday 
evening through Wednesday morning.       
         While we are there Youthworks has projects lined up for us to 
do with different community organizations, like painting and clean-
ing with Habitat for Humanity, doing yard work for homebound 
community members, vegetable gardening at the community gar-
den, and putting on events for residents in nursing homes.   
          We will be working with people from other churches around 
the country.  We will most likely be sleeping in a churchôs Sunday 
School classrooms.   
        We have 15 spots reserved for the Mission Trip, and the 
deadline to sign up is Sunday Jan 10, with a $60 deposit, checks 
made out to Advent.  Total trip costs will be around $140 per person 
(Youth works registration and travel costs) and we will be having 
group fundraisers to help cover the expenses, as well as monthly trip 
preparation meetings leading up to July.   
         Mission Trips are a great time to take a break from daily rou-
tine and to grow in both your faith and your relationships with other 
Advent members. 

High School Ministry 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL...The month of January we are 

trying something new for high school Sunday 
school and we are meeting at McDonaldôs.  We 
will gather at the church at 9:30 am and carpool 
to McDonaldôs.  High School Sunday School 
will be meeting Jan 10, 17, and 24.   
          Jan 31 is the congregational meeting. 
 

SMALL GROUPé Jan 10, 6-8 pm, location TBD.  

Small group is a monthly gathering hosted in 
one of our high school familiesô homes.  It is a 
time of games, hanging out, eating dinner, and 
faith sharing. 

MENTORING 
 

The final Full Circle training for mentors, 
parents, and interested adults is Sun Jan 10 
@ 12:30 pm and again on Thur Jan 14 @ 
6:30 pm. 

THANK YOU ALL for your generous support 
of the Noisy Can offering which we collect 
for Wendy Vasquez, the girl we sponsor 
through World Vision.   
     Starting January 10, we have a new way 
you can support Wendy.  There will be a 
Wendy Bag in the Sunday School Office 
which families may check out and 
take home for the week.  Inside the 
bag are papers about Wendy and 
her village, pictures of her, and 
letters she has written.   
      As sponsors, we would like to 
write her letters more often to let 
her know that we are thinking of 
her and praying for her.  When you take the 
Wendy Bag home, you can write to her and 
bring your letter back to church in the Wendy 
Bag for mailing.  You donôt have to be a Sun-
day School family to take the Wendy Bag 
home with you! 

BE LIKE JESUS 
The annual 24-hour service lock-in for 3rd grade 
through post-high school is from 7:00 pm Feb 26 
to 7:00 pm Feb 27.  Be Like Jesus costs $35 for 
3rd-8th grade.  High school and older helpers are 
free.  Everyone must fill out a registration form to 
participate.  The deadline is February 7.  Forms 
may be turned into Ella or mailed to the Northern 
Conference Youth Board.   

WALK FOR WATER / AGAPE  
 

Mark your 2016 calendars for April 17, when Lutheran 
Hip Hop Artist AGAPE* will be coming to Advent!  He has 

performed at the National Youth Gatherings, and you can visit his website.  The ELCA World Hungerôs Walk for Water is some-
thing we experienced and donated money to last summer in Detroit.  We are hoping to do our own Walk for Water on the after-
noon of April 17 when AGAPE* is here.  If you are interested in getting involved in the planning for this project, please talk to 
Ella. 

REND LAKE 
The synod Jr. and Sr. High weekend gathering at Rend Lake is Feb 
19-21.  This yearôs theme is ñThereôs No Place Like Homeò Proverbs 
3:6 and John 14:4-6.  At Rend Lake we stay in a resort hotel, have 
small group and large group games and activities, meet for worship, 
have free time to explore outside, and have a dance party Saturday 
night!  Registration forms and payment are due January 24.   
Contact Ella with questions and to register. 

mailto:ella.advent@gmail.com


 

Offering 
December 2015 

 

12/6/15       $10,432 
12/13/15     $  5,755  
12/20/15     $  6,520 
12/27/15     $  3,880  
 
Total           $26,587 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE - 2016 
 

December was an amazing and blessed month.  The Sunday School program was fabulous, don't you think?  Ku-
dos for memorizing the songs AND the speaking parts.  I was so proud of your program!.  The Adult/HS Cantata 
was another inspiring musical telling of the beautiful Christmas Story.  The performance at LHV was well attended 
and very much appreciated.  The Senior Chimers inspired us with a lovely Christmas carol.  Elizabeth Keenan 
shared the beautiful solo , "Mary, Did You Know", on Christmas Eve. A huge ,"Thank You", to all those who have 
made music ministry an important commitment to faith life of Advent!  Your gifts enrich the worship experience for 
all. 
 
What is ahead in the new year?  I plan to look for more intentional musical worship experiences and ways for us 
to experience music from the wider church.  As always, we welcome everyone who feels called to share the mu-
sic gift from God.  Rehearsals will be the same: 
Wednesdays, 6:30 PM - Praise Team; 7:00 PM - Adult/HS choir.  The Senior Chimers will be adding their talents, 
too. 
 
I want to thank the choir for their generosity and treasured friendships!  Not only do you willingly sing whatever 
music I hand out, but you do it with willing hearts and voices.  I am so very blessed to have the opportunity to 
work with you in praising God. 
 
Advent Family, thank you for your generous Christmas gift, but, more importantly, for the continued support of our 
shared music ministry at Advent.  You make my job such a pleasure!   
                                                                                                                      With One Voice, Jolynn Lottman 
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The 
2016 Al-
tar Flow-
er sign-

up sheets  
are in the hallway!  
Sign up for  
Sundays to  
sponsor the  

Altar Arrangement. 

Advent Lutheran Operations Fund   

Income and Expenses Summary   
          
    2015     

  Month of November   

  Actual Budget Difference   

Income  $ 25,555   $ 22,331   $  3,224    

Expenses  $  23,995   $ 22,321   $  1,675    

Net  $ 1,560   $ 11      
          
    2015     

  November Year to Date   

  Actual Budget Difference   

Income  $ 244,571   $ 245,644   $ (1,073)   

Expenses  $ 239,821   $ 245,527   $ (5,706)   

Net  $ 4,749   $ 116      

          
    Actual vs. 2014   

Benevolence 2015 Y-T-D:  $  35,636  +11.9%   

  
as % of Operating In-
come:      14.6%     

(goal for year:  Benevolence = 15% of Operating income) 
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January 2016 

Sunday Worship Assistants 
Altar Guild: 
Mugs Major   

 

Happy January Birthday! 

January Baptismal  
Birthdays  

 уΥлл !a 
DǊŜŜǘŜǊΥ    
¦ǎƘŜǊǎΥ    
[ŜŎǘƻǊΥ    
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΥ   
!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ    
bǳǊǎŜǊȅΥ  IŀǊǘǎŜƛƭ 

млΥол !a 
DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎΥ   
¦ǎƘŜǊǎΥ   
[ŜŎǘƻǊΥ  
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΥ    
!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ    
bǳǊǎŜǊȅΥ  wŜōŜŎŎŀ IŀŎƪ 

Happy January  
Anniversary! уΥлл !a 

DǊŜŜǘŜǊΥ   
¦ǎƘŜǊǎΥ    
[ŜŎǘƻǊΥ    
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΥ    
!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ   
bǳǊǎŜǊȅΥ YŜŜƴŀƴ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
  

млΥол !a 
DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎΥ    
¦ǎƘŜǊǎΥ    
[ŜŎǘƻǊΥ    
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΥ    
!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ    

bǳǊǎŜǊȅΥ ¢ŀƳǊŀ    
                     .ǊƻŘŀƘƭ 

уΥлл !a 
DǊŜŜǘŜǊΥ   
¦ǎƘŜǊǎΥ    
[ŜŎǘƻǊΥ    
!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ   
bǳǊǎŜǊȅΥ   /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊ   

млΥол !a 
DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎΥ   
¦ǎƘŜǊǎΥ    
[ŜŎǘƻǊΥ    
!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ    
bǳǊǎŜǊȅΥ   a ϧ . ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ 

January 24ï 3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

wƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ 5ŀƴƴȅΥ  tŀǊǊ    
CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ IƻǳǊΥ /ŀǘƘȅ 5ƻǳƎƘŜǊǘȅκ{ƘŜǊȅƭ aŎ5Φ 

January 17ï  2nd Sunday of Epiphany 

wƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ 5ŀƴƴȅΥ  IŀǊǘǎŜƛƭ    
CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ IƻǳǊΥ   ±ƛƴŎŜ YŜŜƴŀƴκIŜŀǘƘŜǊ aŎ[Φ 

5ŀƴ ϧ !ǊƭŜƴŜ tŀǊǊ мκнт 

WƻƘƴ ϧ WƻȅŎŜ hǇŜƳ мκол 

5Ŝƴƴƛǎ 5ŀǊƭƛƴƎ мκм 

YŀǊŜƴ 5ŀǊƭƛƴƎ мκм 

YŜƴ {ƘŜƭŘƻƴ мκм 

¢ŜŘ {ǘŀƘƭŜǊ мκм 

5Ŝŀƴ ±ŜǎƪŀǳŦ мκм 

Wƛƭƭ ±ŜǎƪŀǳŦ мκм 

/ŀǘƘȅ ²ƻǊƭƻǿ мκм 

/ǊŀƛƎ aŎ[ŀǳŎƘƭŀƴ мκм 

aŜƭŀƴƛŜ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊ мκм 

/ŀǘƘȅ 5ƻǳƎƘŜǊǘȅ мκм 

!ŘŀƳ Iŀƴǎƻƴ мκу 

wŜōŜŎŎŀ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ мκмл 

.ǊȅŎŜ IŜǊǊƛƴƎ мκмм 

!ƳŀƴŘŀ {ŎƘŀŜŦŜǊ мκмм 

9Ǌƛƴ {ŀƴŘƻȊ мκмм 

9Ǌƛƴ {ŎƘŀŜŦŜǊ мκмо 

[ŀǊǊȅ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎƻƴ мκмс 

/ƘǊƛǎ  Iŀƴǎƻƴ мκмс 

Lŀƴ aŎ[ŀǳŎƘƭŀƴ мκмс 

WƻŘƛ {ŎƘŀŜŦŜǊ мκмт 

bƛŎƪ 5ǊƛǎŎƻƭƭ мκму 

YǊƛǎǘŜƴ 5ŀǾƛǎ мκнм 

Wƻƭȅƴƴ [ƻǧƳŀƴ мκнр 

[ǳƪŜ {ƛƳƳƻƴǎ мκнс 

.ƛƭƭ 5ŀǾƛǎ мκ о 

[ƻƛǎ tƻǎǘ мκ с 

±ƛƴŎŜ YŜŜƴŀƴ мκ ф 

aŜƭƛǎǎŀ !ƭƭŜƴ мκ мм 

Wƛƭƭƛŀƴ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊ мκ мн 

{ƻǇƘƛŜ /ƻƴŜ мκ мо 

.ŀǊō .ŜŎƪ мκ мп 

5ŀƴ /ƻƴŜ мκ мп 

{ǘŜƭƭŀ wƻŜŘŜǊ мκ мп 

.ƛƭƭ IǳƴƎŀǘŜ мκ мс 

{ƘŜǊȅƭ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘ мκ мт 

{ƘŀǊƻƴ ¦ƴǎƛŎƪŜǊ мκ мт 

/ƭŀǊƛŎŜ /ŀǊǊƛŜǊŜ мκ мт 

IŜƭŜƴ aŀǊŀƎƻǎ мκ му 

YȅƭŜƛƎƘ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊ мκ нм 

aƛƪŜ ²ŜǎƴŜǊ мκ нп 

!Ƴȅ 5ŀǾƛǎ мκ нс 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {ŜũŜǊƴ мκ нт 

{ƪȅƭŀǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎƻƴ мκ ну 

January 3   

wƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ 5ŀƴƴȅΥ   Iŀƴǎƻƴ 
bh CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ IƻǳǊ 

January 10-  Baptism of our Lord 

wƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ 5ŀƴƴȅΥ  ±ŜǎƪŀǳŦ 
CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ IƻǳǊΥ    aǳƎǎ aŀƧƻǊ κ 5ŀƴŀ .ƛǎŎƘƻũ 

уΥлл !a 
DǊŜŜǘŜǊΥ   
¦ǎƘŜǊǎΥ    
[ŜŎǘƻǊΥ    
!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ   
bǳǊǎŜǊȅΥ  {ŜũŜǊƴ  

млΥол !a 
DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎΥ   
¦ǎƘŜǊǎΥ    
[ŜŎǘƻǊΥ    
!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ    
bǳǊǎŜǊȅΥ   WƻŘƛ {ŎƘŀŜŦŜǊ 

January 31ð4th Sunday of Epiphany 
Congregational Meeting 

wƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ 5ŀƴƴȅΥ  /ŀǊƭǎƻƴ   
CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ IƻǳǊΥ !ƳōŜǊ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ κ WƻŘƛ {ŎƘŀŜŦŜǊ 

уΥлл !a 
DǊŜŜǘŜǊΥ   
¦ǎƘŜǊǎΥ    
[ŜŎǘƻǊΥ    
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΥ    
!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ   
bǳǊǎŜǊȅΥ !ƴƴ 5ŀǾƛǎ 
  

млΥол !a 
DǊŜŜǘŜǊǎΥ    
¦ǎƘŜǊǎΥ    
[ŜŎǘƻǊΥ    
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΥ    
!ŎƻƭȅǘŜΥ  

bǳǊǎŜǊȅΥ {ƘŜƭƭŜȅ IƻǾŜȅ 


